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VI. An Account of a large Stone near Cape Town. In a 
Letter from Mr. Anderfon to Sir John Pringle, Bart. 
P. R. S. ; with a Letter from Sir William Hamilton, 
K. B. F. R. S. to Sir John Pringle, on having J'em 
pieces of the faid Stone. 


Cape of Good Hope,, 

k Nov. 24, 1776. 

Read Jan. 15, r I ^ HE honour you did me laft winter 

1 7 77* I 

when in London, by approving of the 
notes I had taken concerning the poifonous effe<5ts of 
fome fifires which had been eaten by part of the Refo- 
lution’s crew in her laft voyage, has made me take the 
liberty to write to you on another fubjedl, which, though 
perhaps lefs interefting, is yet curious enough to deferve 
fome attention. 

What I mean is, a ftone of an extraordinary fize in 
this country, which Mr. masson, whofe papers relative 
to this place were read before the Royal Society, may 
have mentioned; but it could not be in fuch a manner 
as he wifhed, as it was at his defire that I went to fee it: 
and though neither my time nor abilities were fufficient 
to obferve every particular worth notice, I hope my fin- 
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cere intention of communicating any thing ufeful or 
curious will compenfate for thefe deficiencies. 

The ftone is fo remarkable, that it is called by the 
people here the Tower of Babel, and by fome the Pearl 
Diamond. It either takes the laft name from a place 
near which it is fituated, or it gives name to the trait of 
cultivated land called the Pearl. It lies upon the top of 
a ridge of low hills, beyond a large plain, at the diftance 
of about thirty miles from the Cape Town, beyond 
which, at a little diftance, is a range of hills of a much 
greater height. It is of an oblong ftiape, and lies North 
and South. The South end is higheft; the Eaft and Weft 
fxdes are fteep and high; but the top is rounded, and 
Hopes away gradually to the North end, fo that you can 
afcend it by that way, and enjoy a moft extenfive profpeit 
of the whole country. I could not precifely determine 
its circumference, but it took us above half an hour to 
walk round it; and by making every allowance for the 
rugged way, and flopping a little, I think the moft mo¬ 
derate computation muft make it exceed half a mile. 
The fame difficulty occurred with refpedt to knowing its 
height; but I think that, at the South-end, it is nearly 
equal to half its length: or, were I to compare it to an 
object you are acquainted with, I ffiould fay it equalled 
the dome of St. Paul’s Church. 
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I am uncertain whether it ought to be confidered as 
the top of the hill, or a detached ftone, becaufe there is 
no politive proof of either, unlefs we were to dig about 
its bafe; but it would certainly imprefs every beholder, 
at firft fight, with the idea of its being one ftone, not 
only from its figure, but becaufe it is really one folid 
uniform mafs from top to bottom, without any inter¬ 
ruption ; which is contrary to the general character of 
the high hills of this country, they being commonly 
divided, or compofed of different ftrata, at leaft if we 
may judge from the rows of plants or flirubs which 
grow on the fides of, the fteepeft, and, as I fuppofe, are 
produced from the fmall quantity of earth interpofed 
between them. It has indeed a few fifliires, or rather 
imprefiions, which do not reach deeper than four or five 
feet; and near its North end a ftratum of a more com¬ 
pact ftone runs acrofs, which is not above twelve or 
fourteen inches thick, with its furface divided into little 
fquares, or oblongs, difpofed obliquely. This ftratum is 
perpendicular; but whether it cuts the other to its bafe, 
or is fuperficial, I cannot determine. Its furface is alfo 
fo fmooth, that it does not appear to have formerly been 
joined to, or feparated from, any other part by violence, 
as is the cafe with many other large fragments; but en¬ 
joys the exatft fituation where it was originally placed, 
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and has undergone little change from being expofed for 
fo many fuccefiive ages to the calcining power of a very 
hot climate. 

I have fent a fpecimen of the rock and of the ftratum, 
which are both what the mineralogifts call faxa conglu- 
tinata or aggregata , and confequently are different from 
the more folid ftones which conftitute the greateft part 
of the mountains here; and is likewife another proof of 
its being a Angle ftone. But it ought to be obferved, 
that the piece of the rock was taken from a thin piece 
or fcale, which the weather may, perhaps, have had 
fome effe£t upon, fo as to change or deftroy the cement 
which keeps the pieces of the different ftones together, 
as it is very friable. 

It would be needlefs to attempt to draw any conclu- 
ftons from this fhort defcription; nor indeed am I cer¬ 
tain if any ufeful reafoning could be made from it. I 
fhall, however, leave that to your better judgement, and 
can only fay, as an apology for troubling you, that it 
aftonifhed me to fee its prodigious fize; and that, as I 
had never feen or heard of any thing like it before, I 
thought it worth mentioning, efpecially as it had at- 
tra&ed the attention of one who, though he had tra¬ 
velled a great way in this extenfive country, had certainly 
Vol. LXVIII. P not 
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not feen its equal, or he would not have wifhed to have 

this particularly examined. 


SIR, 


Grofvenor-place, 
July *5, 1777:. 


I RETURN you many thanks for the fight of the 
ftones from the Cape of Good Hope. I have not time to 
examine them very minutely; but they feem to be both 
of the fame nature, granites , the fmaller piece being 
only of a finer texture. The higheft points of the Alps 
are compofed of granite of the fame nature, and feem to 
have been lifted up by exhalations, volcanic explolions, 
or fome fuch caufes. This lingular immenfe fragment 
of granite molt probably has been raifcd in the fame 
manner. Moft of the mountains which are called primi¬ 
tive (which 1 believe is only a term) are of this texture. 


I am, &c. 


W. HAMILTON# 



